
Jordan/Truscott 2NT                                              NG34Bridge 
 

Supporting partner’s opening major 
 after the opponents have doubled  
 
When partner’s major opening bid has been overcalled in a suit and responder has 
support, she can: 
 

➢ If weak with 3-4 card support, make the bid she would have made if there had 
not been an overcall, provided if the bid is still available.  
 

➢ If weak with 5+ card support, make a pre-emptive jump raise  
 

➢ With an invitational hand, cue bid the opponent’s suit (an Unassuming Cue Bid) 
 
However, when partner’s opening bid has been doubled, the situation is quite different. 
Overcaller has an opening hand and  overcaller’s partner is forced to bid, so the auction 
has become competitive. If responder has an invitational hand she does not have the 
option of cue bidding – the opponents have not bid a suit.  Responder’s options (if not 
using the Jordan/Truscott convention) are: 
 

➢ 2 of the same major: competitive, typically 3 trump with 6-9 points 
 

➢ 2 of new suit: 10+ points and 5+ in new suit 
 

➢ 2 No Trumps: a balanced hand with 10+ points 
 

➢ 3 of the same major: either: 
a) Pre-emptive - a weak (0-5 HCP) hand with 4-5 card support  
b) Constructive – a good raise – 10-11 HCP – 4+ card support – 
invitational 

 
➢ 4 of the same major – 12+ HCP, 4 card support 

 
Responder’s difficulty is with the 3-level jump raise. After the double it has to cover two 
possibilities. Now a jump raise by partner might be either a weak competitive bid 
obstructing the opposition, or a genuine constructive (invitational) jump raise that 
responder would have made without the overcall.   
 
In order to differentiate between these two possibilities after the double, a jump raise in 
partner’s major is competitive, and the 2NT response shows a good raise in partner's 
major, equivalent to a jump raise without the interference, i.e.  4 card support and 10+ 
points including distribution . Note that the Jordan/Truscott 2NT works in a very 
similar way  to the Jacoby 2NT in that it agrees the major, but is invitational to game 
rather than game forcing. The 2NT bid is alertable.  
 
 
 



Suppose partner (West) opens 1♥ and North doubles. 
 
     Hand 1                                                           Hand 2 
      
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
Without the Jordan/Truscott 2NT, West won't know whether a bid of 3♥ from East is 
competitive as in Hand 1 (i.e. not looking for game) or constructive, as in Hand 2, 
inviting game if West is better than minimum.  
 
 
Using the Jordan/Truscott 2NT, with Hand 1 East bids 3♥ and West passes. With Hand 2 
East bids 2NT and West can confidently bid 4♥ (and probably make 5♥ unless hearts 
break badly)    
 
Notes:   

• with a balanced 11-12 point hand WITHOUT four card support, redouble. You 
are telling partner you have an invitational strength hand but are unsure as to 
how you should respond and are asking partner to clarify his hand. He may be 
able to rebid hearts with 6+ cards, or bid a second suit, or bid No Trumps.   
 

• The Jordan/Truscott 2NT is NOT used when partner opens in a minor suit. A 
response of 2NT after a double is natural, showing a balanced 10-12 points.  

 

West 
♠ 6 5 

♥ A J 9 5 4  

♦ K 5 

♣ K Q 5 4 

East 
♠ A 9  

♥ K 8 6 3 

♦ Q J 6 4 2  

♣ J 3   

West 
♠ 6 5 

♥ A J 9 5 4  

♦ K 5 

♣ K Q 5 4  

East 
♠ 8 4 3 

♥ K 8 7 6 3 

♦ Q 6 4  

♣ 7 3   


