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1	 You are East. 

	 West	 East

	 1♦	 1♠

	 2♣	 ?

What is your next bid with Hands A to F?

	 	 Hand A	 	 Hand B

	 ♠	 Q 9 4 3 2	 ♠	 Q 9 4 3 2	

	 ♥	 8 7 5	 ♥	 A Q 5

	 ♦	 K 7	 ♦	 8 7

	 ♣	 K 6 2	 ♣	 K 6 2

	 	 Hand C	 	 Hand D

	 ♠	 Q 9 4 3 2	 ♠	 Q 9 4 3 2

	 ♥	 8 7 5	 ♥	 8 7 5

	 ♦	 A 8	 ♦	 A 8

	 ♣	 A J 4	 ♣	 A K 4

	 	 Hand E		  Hand F

	 ♠	 K Q 10 8 6 5	 ♠	 K Q 10 8 6 5

	 ♥	 9 7 3	 ♥	 9 7 3

	 ♦	 A 8	 ♦	 A 8

	 ♣	 Q 2	 ♣	 A 2

Partner probably has 5+ diamonds and 
4+ clubs (though he could possibly be 
1-4-4-4 shape). If you use the fourth suit 
to ask him for more information, your 
hand should satisfy two criteria. 

First, you should have at least the val-
ues for 2NT. Second, you should not have 
a bid that describes your hand accurately. 
It is always better, if possible, to tell part-
ner what you have and rely on him to bid 
sensibly rather than ask him what he has. 

Hand A: 2♦. 
False preference. You are not strong 
enough to bid fourth suit forcing.

Hand B: 2NT. 
11 points and at least one stopper in the 
unbid suit, hearts.

Hand C: 2♥*. 
Fourth suit forcing. You are hoping part-
ner can show spade support or maybe 

bid no-trumps with a heart stopper. Note 
that your spades are far too poor to bid 
them a second time. 

Hand D: 2♥*. 
As with Hand C. This time, you are strong 
enough to insist on game even if partner 
shows a minimum opening bid.

Hand E: 3♠. 
Showing a good 6-card suit and highly 
encouraging, but not absolutely forcing. 
With a minimum opening and singleton 
spade, partner will pass.

Hand F: 2♥*. 
Fourth suit forcing. This time you are too 
strong for an immediate 3♠. Start with 
2♥ and bid 3♠ next time, game forcing. 
This is an example of using the fourth suit 
to create a forcing auction. 

2	 You are West. 

	 West	 East

	 1♥	 1♠

	 2♣	 2♦*
	 ?

What is your next bid with Hands G to P? 

	 	 Hand G		  Hand H

	 ♠	 3	 ♠	 3

	 ♥	 A Q 8 6 5 2	 ♥	 A Q J 6 5 2

	 ♦	 6 5	 ♦	 6 5	

	 ♣	 K Q 9 8	 ♣	 A K J 2

	 	 Hand J		  Hand K

	 ♠	 3	 ♠	 3

	 ♥	 K J 7 6 5	 ♥	 K J 7 6 5

	 ♦	 A J 9	 ♦	 A J 9

	 ♣	 K 8 6 5	 ♣	 A K 6 5

	 	 Hand L		  Hand M

	 ♠	 9 4 2	 ♠	 J 4 2

	 ♥	 A Q 8 5 4	 ♥	 A Q 8 5 4

	 ♦	 8	 ♦	 8

	 ♣	 K Q 8 7	 ♣	 A K Q 6

	 	 Hand N		  Hand P

	 ♠	 6	 ♠	 K 8

	 ♥	 A Q 8 5 4	 ♥	 A Q 8 5 4

	 ♦	 J 2	 ♦	 8 7

	 ♣	 K J 7 5 3	 ♣	 K J 7 5

2♦ is fourth suit forcing, asking you to de-
scribe your hand further. Partner has at 
least the values for 2NT. 

Remember that if you bid at the two 
level, partner can pass so if you have 
extra values, you must do more.

Hand G: 2♥. 
Minimum. Not forcing.

Hand H: 3♥. 
Game forcing with six hearts. 

Hand J: 2NT. 
Minimum with at least one stopper in the 
unbid suit, diamonds. Not forcing. Don’t 
worry about the singleton spade. Partner 
bid them.

Hand K: 
3NT. Too strong for 2NT with at least one 
stopper in the unbid suit, diamonds.

Hand L: 2♠. 
Minimum with probably three spades. 
You might have raised 1♠ to 2♠ rather 
than rebid 2♣.

Hand M: 3♠. 
Game forcing with three spades.

Hand N: Difficult. 
3♣, showing your fifth club, would 
describe your shape perfectly, but 3♣ 
is game forcing, not really justified with 
11 points when partner might have only 
the values for 2NT. Bid 2♥ denying a 
diamond stop and 3-card spade support.

Hand P: Again difficult. 
If you would regularly raise 1♠ to 2♠ on 
3-card support you could bid 2♠ now, 
otherwise bid 2♥ showing a minimum. 

Hands N and P show that while fourth 
suit forcing is a brilliant concept, there 
are hands where you must improvise.	

Answers to Fourth Suit Forcing on page 38
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3	 You are West. What is your 
next bid with Hands Q to T?

	 West	 East

	 1♠	 2♦

	 2♥	 3♣*
	 ? 

	 	 Hand Q			  Hand R

	 ♠	 K Q 9 8 7	 ♠	 K Q 9 7 6

	 ♥	 A Q 6 2		  ♥	 A Q 6 3 2

	 ♦	 8 2			   ♦	 8

	 ♣	 Q 3			   ♣	 Q 3

	 	 Hand S			   Hand T

	 ♠	 K Q 9 7 6	 ♠	 K Q 9 7 6

	 ♥	 A 10 6 2		  ♥	 A 10 6 2

	 ♦	 9			   ♦	 A J 2

	 ♣	 K J 6			   ♣	 6

	

Partner’s 3♣ is fourth suit 
forcing, asking you to clarify 
your hand further. So far, you 
have shown five spades and 
four hearts. The auction is at 
the three level so it is game 
forcing.

Hand Q: 3♠. 
No extra shape or stopper. 
Partner would like you to have 
six spades, but you have to 
bid something!

Hand R: 3♥.	
Show your fifth heart.

Hand S: 3NT. 
You have a club stopper.

Hand T: 3♦. 
You have no extra shape in 
the majors, but you do have 
three diamonds. Knowing you 
have the majors and diamond 
support should allow partner 
to place you with a singleton 
club and lets him place the 
final contract. Perhaps he 
might even go for a diamond 
slam.	 ■

FSF Quiz continued

JUST DUPLICATE BRIDGE

Full Board – No Single Supplement 
Booking Form on page 8.

Please note there are no seminars, set hands or prizes at these events.

9-11 May £199 
Blunsdon House Hotel

16-18 May £169 
The Olde Barn

30 May – 1 June £199 
Chatsworth Hotel

13-15 June £169 
The Olde Barn

27-29 June £169 
The Olde Barn

27-29 June £199 
Clifton Park Hotel

4-6 July £199 
Denham Grove

11-13 July  £169 
The Olde Barn

The Olde Barn Hotel
Marston, Lincs NG32 2HT

Elstead Hotel 
Bournemouth BH1 3QP

11-13 July £199 
Clifton Park Hotel

18-20 July £199 
Blunsdon House Hotel

1-3 August  £169 
The Olde Barn

8-10 August £199 
Clifton Park Hotel

12-14 September  £169 
The Olde Barn

10-12 October £199 
Blunsdon House Hotel

10-12 October £199 
Elstead Hotel

17-19 October £169 
The Olde Barn

24-26 October £199 
Chatsworth Hotel

Chatsworth Hotel
Worthing BN11 3DU

Blunsdon House Hotel 
Blunsdon, Swindon SN26 7AS

31 Oct – 2 Nov £169 
The Olde Barn

31 Oct – 2 Nov £199 
Elstead Hotel

7-9 November £199 
Denham Grove

14-16 November £199 
Chatsworth Hotel

14-16 November £199 
Elstead Hotel

21-23 November £199 
Chatsworth Hotel

28-30 November £199 
Chatsworth Hotel

28-30 November £169 
The Olde Barn

Clifton Park Hotel
St Annes on Sea FY8 1HN

Denham Grove 
Denham, Bucks UB9 5DU


