Protective bidding

Board 1 s J8
NorthDeas ¥ AQJ106
None Vul ¢+ KQ4

& K42
& Q10954 N o AK32
v?2 W e v 87543
¢ A862 ¢ —
#1093 =Bl . AQJS

& 76

v K9

¢ J109753

& 765
West North East South

le Pass Pass

1al Pass 4a2 Pass
Pass Pass

1. 5-13 pointsin the protective seat.
2. 19 points including shortage!

44 by West

Lead: ¢ K

East has a sound opening bid but thereis no
remotely suitable bid he can make
immediately over 1 ¥ . West’s protective 1 4
shows 5-13 points. With excellent spade
support and 19 points including shortage
East bids game and with the club finesse
right declarer may make 12 tricks despite
having only 20 points between the two
hands.

Note; Using the Losing Trick Count (LTC) a
direct 1-level suit overcall usualy has at
most 8 losers. in the protective seat it could
have 9 losers. East has 4 1/2 losers so with a
combined 13 1/2 losers at most East bids
4a,

Protective bidding

Board 2 & AK765
East Deals v52
N-Svul ¢ 65
& 8432
4 Q10984 N & J3
v 98 W e vy KJ1076
¢ 10987 = ¢ KQJ
& J6 « KQ10
a2
v AQ43
¢ A432
& A975
West North East South
1lv Pass
Pass lal Pass INT?
Pass Pass? Pass

1. 5-13 pointsin the protective seat
2. 12-14 points after partner's protective
bid
3. 7 points opposite 14 at most so game
not on.
1NT by South
Lead: v 9

South has a sound opening bid but thereis
no remotely suitable bid he can make
immediately over 1 ¥ . North’s protective

1 shows 5-13 points. South’s 1 NT shows
12-14 points. South would need 9-12 points
to bid 1 NT opposite an immediate 1 #
overcall. A protective 14 overcall could be 3
points weaker so South must be 3 points
stronger.



Protective bidding

Board 3 4 Q1098
SouthDeds v 9
E-W Vul ¢ 10987
® Q632
s 2 N o AK7654
v AQ432 W £ v 85
¢ 432 ¢ K65
& A975 S .54
& J3
vy KJ1076
¢ AQJ
& KJ10
West North East South
lv
Pass Pass 1al Pass
Pass? Pass

1. 5-13 pointsin the passout seat
2. 1NT would show 12-14 points
opposite partner's protective bid. A bid
of 2¥ would require 13+ points
1+ by East
Lead: ¢ 3

East’s protective 1 4 shows 5-13 points.
West cannot bid 1 NT because that would
show 12-14 points. 1 4 isclearly the best
contract for East/West even though declarer
has two trump losers.

Protective bidding

Board 4 & KQJ2
West Deals v J753
Both Vul ¢ J2
*AQ7
& 1093 N & 64
vAQ642 NS v K108
¢ AKG64 ¢ 1098
P S 4 109842
& A875
v9
¢+ Q753
® K653
West North East South
1v Pass Pass Dbl?
Pass 242 Pass Pass
Pass

1. Shows 9+ pointsin the protective seat.
2. A jumpto 24 shows 12-15 points
opposite partner's protective bid.
24 by North
Lead: v K

North has a sound opening bid but thereis
no remotely suitable bid he can make
immediately over 1 ¥ . South’s protective
double shows about 3 points fewer than an
opening bid. North has opening values and
would insist on game opposite an immediate
double, but opposite a protective double a
jumpto 24 isenough.



Protective bidding

Board 5 6 72
NorthDeals ¥ AKQJ5
N-SVul ¢ AOS8
% J105
& AKQ3 N 4 J865
v 8 W £ v 943
¢+ KQJ10 < ¢ 76
& AKQG6 & 9432
& 1094
v 10762
¢ 5432
& 87
West North East South
le Pass Pass
Dbl® Pass 142 Pass
443 All pass

1. 9+ unlimited. Could be very strong.
2. 14 shows 0-8 pointsin the direct seat
and 0-11 pointsin the protective seat.
3. 28 points including shortage so happy
to play in 4 4 opposite zero points.
44 by East
Lead: v 7

West’ s protective double shows about 3
points fewer than an opening bid. East
would need 6-9 pointsto bid 1 NT opposite
an immediate double. A protective double
could be 3 points weaker so East must be 3
points stronger. East’s 1 NT shows 9-12
points and heart stoppers. West knows his
side has at least 25 HCP + shortage.

Protective bidding

Board 6 4 KQ108
East Deals v 54
E-W vul ¢ K95

& AKJ6
4 96532 N & A4
v 83 W e vy KQJ92
¢ 104 = ¢+ QJ63
& 90875 * Q10

& J7

vy A1076

¢ AB872

& 432
West North East South

1lv Pass

Pass Dbl Pass INT?
Pass 3NT3 Pass Pass
Pass

1. 9+ points in the protective seat.
2. Shows 9-12 points opposite partner's
protective bid
3. 16 points opposite at least 9 points,
enough for game.
3NT by South
Lead: v 8

North’s protective double shows about 3
points fewer than an opening bid. South
would need 6-9 pointsto bid 1 NT opposite
an immediate double. A protective double
could be 3 points

weaker so South must be 3 points stronger.
South’s 1 NT shows 9-12 pointsand at least
one heart stopper. North has 16 points so the
partnership has 25+ HCP.



Protective bidding

Board 7 a K976
SouthDeadls v 109
Both Vul ¢ 109732
& 72
4 J108 N & 432
v 432 v = v A65
¢ AQ4 ¢ 865
£ Q1043 S . AKJ6
4 AQ5
vy KQJ87
¢ KJ
& 985
West North East South
lv
Pass Pass INT? Pass
Pass Pass

1. 12-15 points in the protective seat-
does not guarantee a heart stopper.
1NT by East
Lead: v K

East’s protective 1 NT shows 12-15 points,
preferably though not necessarily a stopper
in opener’s suit. West would bid game
opposite an immediate 1 NT overcall (which
would show 16-18 points) but thereis no
realistic chance of game opposite at most 14
points so he passes 1 NT.

Protective bidding

Board 8 4 A82
WestDeadls v AQ4
None Vul ¢ K52
& J1087
4 QJ N 4 109543
v K109876 W E v 32
¢ J10 ¢ 64
& AKO =Bl . 0543
o K76
v J5
¢ AQ9873
& 62
West North East South
lv Pass Pass 2¢1
Pass 2NT2 Pass 3NT
All pass
1. In the protective seat shows 7-15
points

2. Would show 11-12 points responding
to adirect suit overcall but 14-15
points when responding to partner's
protective overcall.

3NT by North
Lead: v 3

North has a sound opening 1 NT bid but
there is no suitable bid he can make over
1v because animmediate 1 NT overcall
shows 16-18 points. South’'s2 ¢ shows 7-15
points. North’'s2 NT isagametry and with
10 points and a 6-card suit South accepts.



Protective bidding

Board 9 4 987
NorthDeals v KQJ104
E-W Vul ¢+ KQ
& A85
& Q6 N & AKJ
v A87 W E v 962
¢ 8652 ¢ A94
& KQJ7 Sl . 10962
4 105432
v 53
¢ J1073
& 43
West North East South
le Pass Pass
INT? Pass 2NT? Pass
Pass Pass

1. 12- 15 pointsin the protective seat-
does not guarantee a heart stopper
2. Invitation to game
2NT by West
Lead: v K

East has a sound opening 1 NT bid but there
is no suitable bid he can make immediately
over 1 v because animmediate 1 NT
overcall shows 16-18 points. West’s
protective 1 NT shows 11-14 points,
preferably though not necessarily a stopper
in opener’s suit. East makes a game try with
2NT which West declines.

Protective bidding
Board 10 o Q6

East Deals v AQJ
Both Vul ¢ 8652

& KQ107
& 1075432 N 4 98
v 53 W E v K10874
¢ J10 s ¢ KQ73
& 543 & A8

& AKJ

v 962

¢ A94

& J962
West North East South

1lv Pass

Pass INT? Pass 2NT?
Pass 3NT?3 All pass

1. 12-15 points in the protective seat-
does not guarantee a heart stopper
2. Invitation to game
3. Acceptsto game
3NT by North
Lead: v 7

South has a sound opening 1 NT bid but
there is no suitable bid he can make
immediately over 1 ¥ because an immediate
1 NT overcall shows 16-18 points. North’s
protective 1NT

shows 11-14 points, preferably though not
necessarily a stopper in opener’s suit. South
makes a game try with 2 NT which North
accepts.



Protective bidding

Protective bidding

Board 11 4 985
SouthDeals v K832
None Vul ¢+ QJ103
# J10
4 Q10643 N & KJ7
v7 W £ v J1094
¢ A86 ¢ 75
29432 Bl . AKT76
o A2
v AQ65
¢ K942
# Q85
West North East South
lv
Pass! 2v Pass Pass
242 Pass Pass? Pass
1. Not strong enough to overcall. (SQOT
=6)
2. In the protective seat West borrows a
kingand bids 2« .
3. Not tempted to bid on. Partner passed
first time.
24 by West
Lead: v 2

West hasn’t got enough for an immediate
14 overcal of 1v, but when North’'s2 v is
passed round to him he shouldn’t sell out to
2 v . Note that West knows that East has
quite afew points because South/North have
stopped in 2 ¥ rather than bid game. East
remembers that West passed first time so he
is not tempted to bid on. Note that East
makes 2 4 , and if South/North choose to bid
onto 3 v they are defeated.

Board 12 4 Q1064
WestDeals v 7
N-SVul ¢ AB86
» K6432
o A2 N 4 985
vy AQ65 w ElN K832
¢ K942 ¢+ QJ103
+ Q85 S . 10
o KJ73
v J1094
¢ 75
* A97
West North East South
1v Pass! 2v Pass
Pass Dbl? Pass 243
All pass
1. Not strong enough to make an
immediate double.
2. In the protective seat can double with
9+ HCP.

3. Opposite partner's direct seat double
South would jump to 34 with 9 points
but herebids2+ .
24 by South
Lead: ¥ 5

North hasn’t got enough for an immediate
doubleof 1 ¥, but when East’'s2 ¥ is passed
round to him he shouldn’t sell outto 2 v .
Note that North knows that South has quite a
few points because West/East have stopped
in 2 ¥ rather than bid game. South
remembers that North passed first time so he
is not tempted to bid on. Note that South
makes 2 4, and if West/East choose to bid
onto 3 v they are defeated.
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[Event "Protective bidding"]

[Site ""]

[Date ""]

[Board "1"]

[West ""]

[North ""]

[East ""]

[South ""]

[Dealer "N"]

[Vulnerable "None"]

[Deal "N:J8.AQJT6.KQ4.K42 AK32.87543..AQJ8 76.K9.JT9753.765 QT954.2.A862.T93"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "W"]

[Contract "4S"]

[Result ""]

{





East has a sound opening bid but there is no remotely suitable bid he can make

immediately over 1\H. West’s protective 1\S shows 5-13 points. With excellent

spade support and 19 points including shortage East bids game and with the club

finesse right declarer may make 12 tricks despite having only 20 points between

the two hands.





Note; Using the Losing Trick Count (LTC) a direct 1-level suit overcall usually

has at most 8 losers. in the protective seat it could have 9 losers. East has 4

1/2 losers so with a combined 13 1/2 losers at most East bids 4\S.}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "N"]

1H Pass Pass 1S =1=

Pass 4S =2= Pass Pass

Pass

[Note "1:5-13 points in the protective seat."]

[Note "2:19 points including shortage!"]

[Play "N"]

DK



[Event "#"]

[Site "#"]

[Date "#"]

[Board "2"]

[West "#"]

[North "#"]

[East "#"]

[South "#"]

[Dealer "E"]

[Vulnerable "NS"]

[Deal "E:J3.KJT76.KQJ.KQT 2.AQ43.A432.A975 QT984.98.T987.J6 AK765.52.65.8432"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "S"]

[Contract "1NT"]

[Result ""]

{





South has a sound opening bid but there is no remotely suitable bid he can make

immediately over 1\H. North’s protective 1\S shows 5-13 points. South’s 1NT

shows 12-14 points. South would need 9-12 points to bid 1NT opposite an

immediate 1\S overcall. A protective 1\Sovercall could be 3 points weaker so

South must be 3 points stronger.}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "E"]

1H Pass Pass 1S =1=

Pass 1NT =2= Pass Pass =3=

Pass

[Note "1:5-13 points in the protective seat"]

[Note "2:12-14 points after partner's protective bid"]

[Note "3:7 points opposite 14 at most so game not on."]

[Play "W"]

H9



[Event "#"]

[Site "#"]

[Date "#"]

[Board "3"]

[West "#"]

[North "#"]

[East "#"]

[South "#"]

[Dealer "S"]

[Vulnerable "EW"]

[Deal "S:J3.KJT76.AQJ.KJT 2.AQ432.432.A975 QT98.9.T987.Q632 AK7654.85.K65.84"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "E"]

[Contract "1S"]

[Result ""]

{





East’s protective 1\S shows 5-13 points. West cannot bid 1NT because that would

show 12-14 points. 1\S is clearly the best contract for East/West even though

declarer has two trump losers.}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "S"]

1H Pass Pass 1S =1=

Pass Pass =2= Pass

[Note "1:5-13 points in the passout seat"]

[Note "2:1NT would show 12-14 points opposite partner's protective bid. A bid of 2\H would require 13+ points"]

[Play "S"]

S3



[Event "#"]

[Site "#"]

[Date "#"]

[Board "4"]

[West "#"]

[North "#"]

[East "#"]

[South "#"]

[Dealer "W"]

[Vulnerable "All"]

[Deal "W:T93.AQ642.AK64.J KQJ2.J753.J2.AQ7 64.KT8.T98.T9842 A875.9.Q753.K653"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "N"]

[Contract "2S"]

[Result ""]

{





North has a sound opening bid but there is no remotely suitable bid he can make

immediately over 1\H. South’s protective double shows about 3 points fewer than

an opening bid. North has opening values and would insist on game opposite an

immediate double, but opposite a protective double a jump to 2\S is enough.}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "W"]

1H Pass Pass X =1=

Pass 2S =2= Pass Pass

Pass

[Note "1:Shows 9+ points in the protective seat."]

[Note "2:A jump to 2\S shows 12-15 points opposite partner's protective bid."]

[Play "E"]

HK



[Event "#"]

[Site "#"]

[Date "#"]

[Board "5"]

[West "#"]

[North "#"]

[East "#"]

[South "#"]

[Dealer "N"]

[Vulnerable "NS"]

[Deal "N:72.AKQJ5.A98.JT5 J865.943.76.9432 T94.T762.5432.87 AKQ3.8.KQJT.AKQ6"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "E"]

[Contract "4S"]

[Result ""]

{





West’s protective double shows about 3 points fewer than an opening bid. East

would need 6-9 points to bid 1NT opposite an immediate double. A protective

double could be 3 points weaker so East must be 3 points stronger. East’s 1NT

shows 9-12 points and heart stoppers. West knows his side has at least 25 HCP +

shortage.}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "N"]

1H Pass Pass X =1=

Pass 1S =2= Pass 4S =3=

AP

[Note "1:9+ unlimited. Could be very strong."]

[Note "2:1\S shows 0-8 points in the direct seat and 0-11 points in the protective seat."]

[Note "3:28 points including shortage so happy to play in 4\S opposite zero points."]

[Play "S"]

H7



[Event "#"]

[Site "#"]

[Date "#"]

[Board "6"]

[West "#"]

[North "#"]

[East "#"]

[South "#"]

[Dealer "E"]

[Vulnerable "EW"]

[Deal "E:A4.KQJ92.QJ63.QT J7.AT76.A872.432 96532.83.T4.9875 KQT8.54.K95.AKJ6"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "S"]

[Contract "3NT"]

[Result ""]

{





North’s protective double shows about 3 points fewer than an opening bid. South

would need 6-9 points to bid 1NT opposite an immediate double. A protective

double could be 3 points\n

weaker so South must be 3 points stronger. South’s 1NT shows 9-12 points and 

at least one heart stopper. North has 16 points so the partnership has 25+ HCP. }

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "E"]

1H Pass Pass X =1=

Pass 1NT =2= Pass 3NT =3=

Pass Pass Pass

[Note "1:9+ points in the protective seat."]

[Note "2:Shows 9-12 points opposite partner's protective bid"]

[Note "3:16 points opposite at least  9 points, enough for game."]

[Play "W"]

H8



[Event "#"]

[Site "#"]

[Date "#"]

[Board "7"]

[West "#"]

[North "#"]

[East "#"]

[South "#"]

[Dealer "S"]

[Vulnerable "All"]

[Deal "S:AQ5.KQJ87.KJ.985 JT8.432.AQ4.QT43 K976.T9.T9732.72 432.A65.865.AKJ6"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "E"]

[Contract "1NT"]

[Result ""]

{





East’s protective 1NT shows 12-15 points, preferably though not necessarily a

stopper in opener’s suit. West would bid game opposite an immediate 1NT

overcall (which would show 16-18 points) but there is no realistic chance of

game opposite at most 14 points so he passes 1NT.}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "S"]

1H Pass Pass 1NT =1=

Pass Pass Pass

[Note "1:12-15 points in the protective seat- does not guarantee a heart stopper."]

[Play "S"]

HK



[Event "#"]

[Site "#"]

[Date "#"]

[Board "8"]

[West "#"]

[North "#"]

[East "#"]

[South "#"]

[Dealer "W"]

[Vulnerable "None"]

[Deal "W:QJ.KT9876.JT.AK9 A82.AQ4.K52.JT87 T9543.32.64.Q543 K76.J5.AQ9873.62"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "N"]

[Contract "3NT"]

[Result ""]

{





 North has a sound opening 1NT bid but there is no suitable bid he can make

over 1\H because an immediate 1NT overcall shows 16-18 points. South’s 2\D

shows 7-15 points. North’s 2NT is a game try and with 10 points and a 6-card

suit South accepts. }

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "W"]

1H Pass Pass 2D =1=

Pass 2NT =2= Pass 3NT

AP

[Note "1:In the protective seat shows 7-15 points"]

[Note "2:Would show 11-12 points responding to a direct suit overcall but 14-15 points when responding to partner's protective overcall.\n"]

[Play "E"]

H3



[Event "#"]

[Site "#"]

[Date "#"]

[Board "9"]

[West "#"]

[North "#"]

[East "#"]

[South "#"]

[Dealer "N"]

[Vulnerable "EW"]

[Deal "N:987.KQJT4.KQ.A85 AKJ.962.A94.T962 T5432.53.JT73.43 Q6.A87.8652.KQJ7"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "W"]

[Contract "2NT"]

[Result ""]

{





East has a sound opening 1NT bid but there is no suitable bid he can make

immediately over 1\H because an immediate 1NT overcall shows 16-18 points.

West’s protective 1NT shows 11-14 points, preferably though not necessarily a

stopper in opener’s suit. East makes a game try with 2NT which West declines.}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "N"]

1H Pass Pass 1NT =1=

Pass 2NT =2= Pass Pass

Pass

[Note "1:12- 15 points in the protective seat- does not guarantee a heart stopper"]

[Note "2:Invitation to game"]

[Play "N"]

HK



[Event "#"]

[Site "#"]

[Date "#"]

[Board "10"]

[West "#"]

[North "#"]

[East "#"]

[South "#"]

[Dealer "E"]

[Vulnerable "All"]

[Deal "E:98.KT874.KQ73.A8 AKJ.962.A94.J962 T75432.53.JT.543 Q6.AQJ.8652.KQT7"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "N"]

[Contract "3NT"]

[Result ""]

{





South has a sound opening 1NT bid but there is no suitable bid he can make

immediately over 1\H because an immediate 1NT overcall shows 16-18 points.

North’s protective 1NT\n

shows 11-14 points, preferably though not necessarily a stopper in opener’s

suit. South makes a game try with 2NT which North accepts.}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "E"]

1H Pass Pass 1NT =1=

Pass 2NT =2= Pass 3NT =3=

AP

[Note "1:12-15 points in the protective seat- does not guarantee a heart stopper"]

[Note "2:Invitation to game"]

[Note "3:Accepts to game"]

[Play "E"]

H7



[Event "#"]

[Site "#"]

[Date "#"]

[Board "11"]

[West "#"]

[North "#"]

[East "#"]

[South "#"]

[Dealer "S"]

[Vulnerable "None"]

[Deal "S:A2.AQ65.K942.Q85 QT643.7.A86.9432 985.K832.QJT3.JT KJ7.JT94.75.AK76"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "W"]

[Contract "2S"]

[Result ""]

{





West hasn’t got enough for an immediate 1\S overcall of 1\H, but when North’s

2\H is passed round to him he shouldn’t sell out to 2\H. Note that West knows

that East has quite a few points because South/North have stopped in 2\H rather

than bid game. East remembers that West passed first time so he is not tempted

to bid on. Note that East makes 2\S, and if South/North choose to bid on to 3\H

they are defeated.}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "S"]

1H Pass =1= 2H Pass

Pass 2S =2= Pass Pass =3=

Pass

[Note "1:Not strong enough to overcall. (SQOT = 6)"]

[Note "2:In the protective seat West borrows a king and bids 2\S."]

[Note "3:Not tempted to bid on. Partner passed first time."]

[Play "N"]

H2



[Event "#"]

[Site "#"]

[Date "#"]

[Board "12"]

[West "#"]

[North "#"]

[East "#"]

[South "#"]

[Dealer "W"]

[Vulnerable "NS"]

[Deal "W:A2.AQ65.K942.Q85 QT64.7.A86.K6432 985.K832.QJT3.JT KJ73.JT94.75.A97"]

[Scoring ""]

[Declarer "S"]

[Contract "2S"]

[Result ""]

{





North hasn’t got enough for an immediate double of 1\H, but when East’s 2\H is

passed round to him he shouldn’t sell out to 2\H. Note that North knows that

South has quite a few points because West/East have stopped in 2\H rather than

bid game. South remembers that North passed first time so he is not tempted to

bid on. Note that South makes 2\S, and if West/East choose to bid on to 3\H

they are defeated.}

[BCFlags "1f"]

[Auction "W"]

1H Pass =1= 2H Pass

Pass X =2= Pass 2S =3=

AP

[Note "1:Not strong enough to make an immediate double."]

[Note "2:In the protective seat can double with 9+ HCP."]

[Note "3:Opposite partner's direct seat double South would jump to 3\S with 9 points but here bids 2\S."]

[Play "W"]

H5

�

